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Gregg A. Caoke 

US. Envimnmen?.al Protection Agency, Regim 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 

s Acting Regional Adminisfaztor 

Dallas, Texa~ 75202-2733 

RE: Proposal for Inclusion of the Fruit Avenue Plum Site, Bemalillo Couhty, NCW 
Mexico an the National Priorities List 

Dear Mr. Cooket 

This letta is in ~sponsc  to the U.S. Envitonmental proteotion Agency's P A )  requast for 
concurrence iimm &e Stgte of New Medca (State) for the PIOPBS~ to include the Fruit 
Avenue Plume site on the National Priorities List (NPL). I a m  writin6 to you as Governor 
hhason's designee regarding environmental izsues. 

The Superfund Oversight Section of the Ground Water Quality Buteau, New Mexico 
Environmeat Department (NMED) h8S been actively involved with thc investigation of the 
Fruit Avenue Plume site foUowing,the dosure of several water production wells in the 
downtatw Albuquerque area as a result of trichloroerhene contamination in gmkdwater. 
NMED believos &e site is eligible for inclusion QII the NPL as indicated by the H m  
Ranking Systmn evaluation. Use of the Superfimd is the most fessible mechanism available 
10 pay for the =mediation ofthe site as viabk potentially responsible parties (PRPs) have 
not been identifiable. 



remediation activities, and tha Stute is rospomiblc for Che remaining 10 pucenr. The City 
of Albltquttque m y  bc able KO provide a contribution to &e Sate's ahara of remediatian 
costs. 



Govarnar Gary E. Johnson 
State Capitol 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 

Dear Gowernor Johnson: 

In Augusr of 1995. then Mayor Menin Chsvez JtmT you a letter requearing that yau not supporr a 
NeKiOnRl Frlorify Listing of rha Elita Cleaners site in downtown Albuquerque. Since then, a significant 
amount of work has taken piece TO batter define the anen? of rhc groundwater contaminant plume, 
which is now nemed the Fruit Avenue Plume. The New Mexico Environment Dspartmenc staff have 
worked closaly with The Albuquerque Environmental Health Department to beKer characterize The 
problem. 

It apusars rhsr groundwater tonraminntion is rigniflcant and will require claanup. No responsible patlies 
have been idnntified IO rnk6 financial responsibility far the ContaminaTion. For rhi8 reason. it appears 
tha? Superfund monies are the anly elrernative to remediate the canramination, My steff end 1 have met 
with repmsentalives from NMED and EPA, 'and we have bean assured rhat cleanup'will teka place - 
rapidly and Tha impact 'Eo the DOWmQWn area will be minimal. 

Because rsvizalirarion of the Downtown area is  B eigniflcanr facus of my Administrarion, I would like 
as~urance thnt ?ha CiW be the lead an media initiariuss and hat technical staff from rhe Albuqueque , 
Envim~rnenrel'Heelrh Depar;'i;lant*tontinu$to bh co&~lrad as progress; on the site continues. ' I  am 
supparting an expadlted cleanup of the Fruit Avenue Olurne using Superlund monies and e National 
Prioriry Listing. I request That the State of New Mexico do the same, and request your support In an 
expedited c h n u p  and continued Clty invalvemenr in the process. An always, we appraclgte the 
pngoi_ng posiriuc working relationship w e  have enjoyed with Secreta* Magsiore and hls professionit 
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Myron Knudson. EPA Raglan 6 


